
Proposed Cleveland Knoll
Historic District

Glendale Community Development Department

October 17, 2024 

COMMUNITY FORUM



Agenda
Community Forum
• What is a historic district?
• Proposed Cleveland Knoll Historic District
• What happens after a district is adopted?
• Using the Historic District Design Guidelines
• Questions, answers, discussion, and comments

Historic Preservation Commission Hearing
• Application review and eligibility discussion
• HPC authorization for staff to obtain a consultant to conduct survey



Agenda

Information for tonight’s meeting, including the nomination
prepared by district proponents can be found at:

GlendaleCA.gov/PlanningMeetingsNotices
 
or scan with your camera

Tonight’s call-in number
(818) 937-8100



What is a Historic District?







Glendale’s 
Historic Districts

Existing Historic Districts
1. North Cumberland Heights
2. South Cumberland Heights
3. Ard Eevin Highlands
4. Brockmont Park
5. Casa Verdugo
6. Cottage Grove
7. Rossmoyne
8. Royal Boulevard
9. Niodrara Drive

Pending/Proposed 
Districts
10. Bellehurst
11. Verdugo Woodlands
12. Cleveland Knoll
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What is a Historic District?
• A significant concentration of buildings, structures, or sites that 

are united historically and aesthetically by plan or physical 
development over time.

• Worthy of protection for its historic and/or architectural 
importance.

• It’s a “zoning overlay” – the basic “underlying” zoning does not 
change.

• Historic District Ordinance and Design Guidelines for Historic 
Districts were approved by City Council at the end of 2006. Some 
revisions were adopted by Council in 2019.



Why Designate a District?
• Protect the beauty of the city and improve the quality of the physical 

environment.
• Protect against alterations, additions, and new construction that diminish 

the area’s character.
• Ensure orderly, harmonious, and efficient growth and development of the 

city.
• Stabilize and improve property values.
• Foster civic pride.
• Promote the public welfare, strengthen the cultural and educational life of 

the city, and to make it a more attractive and desirable place to live.



Common Misconceptions

• Historic districts don’t “freeze” a neighborhood in time. Buildings 
change over the course of their history – this continues in a 
district.

• Historic review applies only to the parts of the property that are 
visible from the street.

• NO review of interior alterations (permits will still be required, of 
course…)

• In a district, changes are managed by the city to make sure they 
don’t diminish the overall historic character of the building and 
neighborhood.



Public Input 

Administrative 

Optional Petition
Council or HPC may require 

circulation of a petition to 

show amount of support in 
the neighborhood.

Optional Hearing
HPC may require another 

hearing if the draft survey 

needs substantial changes 

that require more review.

.
HPC/CC 

discretion

Historic District Application

Planning Department Review and Recommendation

Community Forum and HPC Hearing 

Review and discussion of district application and historic districts in general.  HPC may 

authorize staff to move forward with process.  Notice sent to owners/resident in proposed 
area and within 500-foot radius.

RFP/Bidder Recommendation by Staff

City Council Authorization of Funding and Contract

Planning Department/Consultant Completes 

Draft Historic Resources Survey 

Historic Preservation Commission

Review and Recommendation of Survey and Community Forum
Notice and information sent to all owners and residents within proposed district 

Petition

Proponents circulate petition requesting a historic district overlay zone 
(requires 50+% homeowner support w/in 6 months to proceed)

Planning Commission Review and Final Recommendation

City Council Final Determination Current Step 

City of Glendale
Historic District 

Designation Process



Proposed Cleveland Knoll
Historic District



Address Ranges

•1308-1458 Bruce Avenue
•1312-1457 Cleveland Road 
•1009-1027 Glenwood Road
•1301-1460 Graynold Avenue
•1310-1458 Idlewood Road
•1016-1112 Olmstead Drive

Proposed 
Boundary



Glendale Daily 
Press
February 3, 1923





Dr. Kate Black House at 715 W. Kenneth Road
(n.d.)



Grandview Memorial Park 
(circa 1920)



Glendale’s Population Growth
(c. 1920s, Security Pacific National Bank Collection)



1928 Aerial 1934 Aerial



1940 Aerial 1956 Aerial



Tree lined streets 



Marbelite streetlamps on Cleveland Road



Examples of sidewalk stamps on streets within the proposed historic district.



1231 Glenwood Road
Craftsman

1344 Bruce Avenue
American Colonial Revival



1419 Idlewood Road
Colonial Revival  (Cape Cod substyle)

1447 Graynold Avenue
Tudor Revival



1339 Graynold Avenue
French Revival

1457 Cleveland Road
Spanish Colonial Revival



1334 Cleveland Road
Monterey Revival

1421 Bruce Avenue
Minimal Traditional



1420 Bruce Avenue
Ranch Style

Honorary mention for 
great Halloween 
Decorations!



Taylor House, 1027 Glenwood Road (1873), GR No. 4



Cole-Carothers House, 1235 Glenwood Road (1910), GR No. 132



Proposed Cleveland Knoll
Historic District
Proposed Period of Significance (POS)
•  1923-1940s
•  Consultant will research and finalize POS dates
Contributing Structures
•  Consultant will research and finalize number of contributors
•  60% of the district required to be contributors
Designation Criteria
•  Staff review suggests the area likely meets Criteria A, G, and H
•  Must meet at least 1 criterion



Proposed Cleveland Knoll Historic District

Tonight’s HPC Hearing
•  Review of nomination and designation thresholds and criteria
•  Vote to move designation process forward
•  Vote to authorize staff to proceed with consultant contract

If HPC votes to move forward… 
•Proposed district officially becomes a “pending” district
•HPC, not DRB, becomes the design review authority
•Historic District Design Guidelines are used to guide work visible from 

the street



What happens after a 
historic district is adopted?



When in a historic district…

• You are not required to do any work on your property
• Routine repairs and maintenance do not require review or 

permits
• No historic design review for interior work – though permits are 

still required
• Fee structure for Planning and Building & Safety permits is same 

as for outside of historic district
• Underlying zoning remains the same, including density, setbacks, 

height limits, parking, etc.



When in a historic district…

• When you need to do work, permit process is similar to process 
for any property in the city

• Some additional exterior changes that don’t require a permit are 
subject to review (e.g. front doors, character-defining features)

• Color not regulated (except half-timbering)
• Landscaping not regulated (unless survey says it’s historically 

important)
• Different rules for “contributors” and “non-contributors”



Contributors and Non-Contributors

• The Historic Resource Survey that is prepared as part of the designation 
process divides all properties into 2 groups:

Contributor 
• Built within the Period of Significance 
• Retains enough historic features to contribute to the overall character of the district

Non-Contributor
• Built before or after the Period of Significance
• Alterations and/or additions have removed historic features
• No longer contributes to area’s historic character
• However, may still be individually eligible for the Glendale Register



I want to replace 
my windows, can I?





Can I add to my house?



Yes, you can!



New Construction in a Historic District



Questions & Comments
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